11 & 12. The Phoenix & The Mermaid in the City of the Dead
[After Amami in 2022 & Perhaps Way Beyond . . .]
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“Single-fold folio: The Phoenix & The Mermaid in the City of the Dead”
(COW D D7 4 VA  FEOMT DAL & Afit)

Four single-fold folios & four triple-fold folios.
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The single-fold folios (2021) are on irregular handmade sheets of watercolor paper with a collaged
lithograph retouched with colored pencil and stamped lettering.
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The triple-fold folios (2021-2022) are on Shizen watercolor paper with additional collaged paintings,
lithograph images and handwritten text. Each folio measures approximately 23 x 30 %z inches
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Description: These two series of folios reveal how memories and images of memories are recycled
and recycled. In the years following my return from Egypt | made a series of paintings and wrote
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poems based on my experiences in Cairo’s City of the Dead. And in 1985 | made a lithograph of a
ragged beggar and dog in the necropolis. The lithograph and the paintings have been repurposed
to create an entirely new theme: the saga of THE PHOENIX & THE MERMAID IN THE CITY OF
THE DEAD. This visual narrative shows two seemingly incompatible mythical creatures—one living
in the sea and the other in the sky, nevertheless having productive and loving parallel mortal lives
together. But when these two creatures enter the City of the Dead as immortals will their partnership
continue?
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Three-fold folios in the series “Phoenix & Mermaid in the City of the Dead”
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