2. In & Around Sandhill House: The 1930s
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“When little Brent first became a writer “
(He wrote his name on a Sandhill House wall and was punished.)
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Four single-fold folios (2019-2021), acrylic painting, written and printed text on Lokta paper, each
folio measures approximately 19 x 26 inches.
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Description: In 1937, when | was three years old, my father built a two-room house at the bottom
of my grandfather’s cow pasture on a sagebrush-covered sandy hill in Fairview, Idaho. The things |
did during the three years, from ages four to six, while living with my parents in “Sandhill House”
foreshadowed my entire life. Those three years pointed to whom | would be and the things that
would become my passionate interests for a lifetime. The folios show my discovery of newspaper
comics—Sunday “funnies” (a kind of art world). They show my love of books—my mother read
stories to me about children who visited their aunt in New York City, and | imagined what it would
be like to explore a world so different from my own—I have, and now | live in New York. The folios
hint at my dream of becoming an artist—and my first artistic failure. Perhaps more than any other
idea they show my escape through exploration of my actual world and the symbolic and artistic
worlds | began to imagine.
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