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Graven Images & Passions: Remembering Ana Mendieta
A folio from the Bear Suite
(B EWEE: 7F - AT 4 28 ZIBAT)
RENDFAND 7+ VA (Z28 D7 — FMER)

Four single-fold folios (2016-2017), acrylic painting, repurposed Chinese book pages, written and
printed text on Lokta paper, each folio measures approximately 19 x 27 2 inches.
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Description: In the 1940s my parents’ Idaho farm was just a mile away from Bear River. On summer
days my friends and | would ride our horses to the river, swim, belly-slide on slick mud, and | would
form huge sculptures in the sand. | explored Bear River in all seasons. One cold winter evening,
with one mighty shout, | caused ten-thousand floating Mallard ducks to take flight. My mother hated
Bear River; she hated my going there; a relative of hers had drowned in the river. Decades after my
Bear River adventures, at the University of lowa, | had a Cuban American student, Ana Mendieta,
who became famous for the figures she made with earth, fire, and water. Her figures reminded me
of the ones | modeled in Bear River sand.
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