8. On Rebecoming an Artist: Europe in the 1990s
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“Oh, Dear Vincent,” single fold folio with stenciled and painted images, page from an
antique Chinese handwritten manuscript, handwritten and stamped text.
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Four single-fold folios (2020-2021) made from collaged images and acrylic painting and some with
hand-written and stamped text on Lokta paper, each folio measures approximately 19 x 27 7z inches.
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Description: In Paris, in the 1990s, on a visit to the Musee d'Orsay, | encountered Gustave
Courbet’'s The Artist’s Studio “A Real Allegory Summing Up Seven Years of My Artistic Life.” This
monumental painting turned my thoughts to what it means to be an artist—to how a little child who
loves to draw comes to live in an art world. My series of folios about becoming an artist borrows
images from Courbet “studio,” Vermeer’s Painter in His Studio, Van Gogh’s The Painter on the Road
to Tarascon, Francis Bacon’s repainting of Van Gogh’s “The Painter,” Claes Oldenburg’s Maus
sculptures, and Disney’s Mickey Mouse. How does one become an artist? Perhaps by trying to
emulate the artworks of the artists he or she admires—by borrowing their images.
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