9. Japan in the 2000s:
An Antique Encyclopedia becomes a Palimpsest
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“The Ancient Japanese Encyclopedia that became a Palimpsest, folio 3.”
(AADEERIFEHI Y v PR A M, 74YA3)

Twelve single-fold folios (2019-2020) consisting of the cover and pages from an antique Japanese
encyclopedia. The pages are mounted on dun-color paper from Nepal with collaged and stenciled
images, handwritten, stenciled and stamped text. The folios measure approximately 21 x 31 inches
and are numbered on the lower right.
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| suggest that all thirteen folios be displayed on a long low platform running down the center of the
second gallery.
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Description: In the early 2000s Dr. Masami Toku and | began our research relating to manga and
mangaka, manga publishers, doujinshi, and comic markets. Nevertheless, my interests were not
limited to manga and doujinshi. | was fascinated by antique Japanese books; | began to collect them
and to use them in my artworks. In this series of folios, | mounted pages from an old Japanese
encyclopedia on buff paper from Nepal transforming it into a palimpsest with layer upon layer of
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meaning. The text and images became a way of making my own, some of the Japanese places |
visited in the 1980s and 2000s.
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