5. Guernica and me: Picasso, War, Horses & Pedagogy in the 1960s
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“Picasso’s Guernica & Memories of World War 1l, Fought
on the Blackboard @ Fairview Idaho Grade School”
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Four single fold folios (2021) with collaged images from Picasso’s Guernica and acrylic painting on
Shizen watercolor paper measuring 23 x 30 'z inches, (2021).
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Description: In the mid-1960s | based the experimental portion of my PhD research on teaching
fifth- and sixth-grade school children about Picasso’s mural Guernica—and about the bombing of
the Basque town in which the Nazis experimented with the killing of innocent civilians. The bombing
foreshadowed what was to become common practice during World War Il in both Europe and Japan.
In 2021 as the Covid pandemic raged | made a series of folios paying homage to Picasso’s
Guernica, to my own memories of drawing battles of fighter planes on the blackboards of Fairview,
Idaho grade school, and to Picasso’s horses symbolizing the agony of war’s victims (and the horses
that | drew on the blackboard when my fourth-grade teacher invited me to teach an art lesson to the
students in my classroom). In the series | also wanted to pay homage to the psychologist Rudolf
Arnheim who wrote so insightfully about creativity and visual thinking in his book PICASSO’S
GUERNICA: THE GENESIS OF A PAINTING (1962).
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