6. Un-Ode???? on a Tyger-Jet in the UK in the 1970s
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“I Witness Hyperion’s Battle with Tygers & TygerJetPlanes”
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Four single-fold folios (2021) made from collaged images cut from William Blake’s illustrations for
Thomas Gray’s poems, and acrylic painting on Lokta paper, each folio measures approximately 19
x 27 Y2 inches. Two of the folios are made on Lokta paper coated with black gesso.
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Description: When, in 1971, | accepted a visiting professorship at the Birmingham School of Art, |
vowed that during that year in England, | would immerse myself in the paintings and poetry of William
Blake. | read Blake’s poems, especially his Songs of Innocence & Experience and walked to the
places in London where Blake had lived. Then in December 1971, at the Tate Gallery, | saw an
exhibition of Blake’s illustrations for the poems of Thomas Gray. After seeing the exhibition, | began
to use stencils in my painting (400 facsimile copies of Blake’s illustrations, using a stenciling method
[pochoir in French], were made to accompany the exhibition). In Birmingham | cut a stencil of a
silhouette image of the British Harrier Jump-jet that became my symbol for evil—like | imagined
Blake’s Tyger in his poem “Tyger, Tyger burning bright in the forests of the night” was a symbol for
Satan and evil. In the four folios selected for the exhibition (from a series of 25), | have used images
from the exhibition catalogue, Blake’s Tygers, and my Tyger-jets to pay homage to William Blake
and his paintings and poems—and to create new meaning.
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