7. A Day in the City of the Dead: Egypt in the 1980s
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What Crazy Man Would Photograph Children’s Wall Drawings?
(BEDTHDEH S # EEICHR 2 DX, —EEABRKE T ?)

Four single-fold folios (2020-2021)) made from collaged images and acrylic painting and some
with hand-written and stamped text on Lokta paper, each folio measures approximately 19 x 27 %
inches.
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Description: In the spring of 1982, | was in Egypt collecting children’s story drawings and
photographing the drawings made by children on Cairo’s walls. After nearly four months in Egypt
and just three days before | was to fly home, | discovered a treasure-trove of children’s drawings on
the walls of Cairo’s massive cemetery called “The City of the Dead.” Cairo’s poorest residents had
moved into the house-like tombs—they had no other place to live. Their children drew on the walls
by dipping their fingers in mud and scratching on stone walls with rocks. That day a man accused
me of being crazy for photographing kids’ drawings, | encountered a ragged beggar sleeping on a
slab tomb, | was chased by a dog (in mythology dogs are companions to the dead), and |
encountered shrieking mourners whose leader tried to chase me away from the funeral procession.
The four hours | spent that day in “The City of the Dead” were the most vivid of my life! I've made
literally hundreds of images inspired by my experiences that day.
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